
 
 
 
 
Integrative Cancer Research Special Interest Group Teleconference, November 3, 2004 

 
Microarray Repository SIG Meeting Minutes 

 

Date, Time & 
Location: 

November 3rd, 2004 2:00-3:00 EST 

Attendees:  Don Baldwin University of Pennsylvania 
Mark Evans Biotrue 
Judith Goldberg NYU 
Mervi Heiskanen National Cancer Institute 
Ari Kahn SRA Interna tional 
David Kane SRA International 
Juli Klemm BAH 
Alex Lash Sloan-Kettering 
Scott Li Thomas Jefferson 
Jack London Thomas Jefferson 
Walter Mankowski Wistar 
John Osborne Northwestern University 
John Powell NCI 
Nitin Sahney Akava Research 
Paul Spellman LBL 
Craig Street University of Pennsylvania 
John Weinstein NCI-CCR 
Julie Zhu Northwestern University  

Introduction: Roll-call, open meeting, review meeting goals (Julie Zhu) 

 

Presentation 

&  

Discussions 

NCI-60 caBIG Pilot Presentation (John Weinstein, Ari Kahn and David Kane) 

The slides can be downloaded at 
http://cabig.nci.nih.gov/workspaces/ICR/Meetings/SIGs/microarray_rep/20041103_
NCI60_presentation/file_view and here is the summary of the project provided by 
David Kane. 

The NCI-60 are 60 diverse human cancer cell lines used by the NCI Developmental 
Therapeutics Program (DTP) to screen >100,000 chemical compounds since 1990 for 
anticancer activity.  Our own and other laboratories have assessed potential molecular 
targets and modulators of activity in those cells one or a few at a time.  In addition, we 
and our various collaborators have generated additional datasets based on the system 
using DNA, RNA and Protein platforms.  Overall, this system of databases provides the 
richest and most varied molecular and functional profiling that exists for any panel of 
cells.  Because of the phenomenal pharmacological characterization, the NCI-60 system 
is absolutely unique as a resource for molecular targets and therapeutic biomarker 
research.  Dozens of pub lications from our own laboratory and others attest to the NCI-
60’s utility with respect to translational science. 
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With respect to caBIG, the NCI-60 datasets also provide a compelling context to drive 
the development of “integromic” tools and for working through the issues in data 
standardization and integration.  There are standards for some of the pieces, but they by 
no means encompass all of the available experiment types.  Through the course of the 
NCI-60 caBIG pilot we will be packaging a number of these data sets as a way to 
explore the challenges in caBIG for integrating diverse data, and as a way to validate the 
available tools and standards. 
  
For more information, please visit http://dtp.nci.nih.gov/ and many of our publications 
have been based on these datasets at http://discover.nci.nih.gov/host/year2004.jsp  
 

Is NCI-60 SKY data stored at the NCBI’s SKY/CGH database? (Mervi Heiskanen) 

Yes (John Weinstein).  

Is it possible for people to download data to their local database? (Julie Zhu) 

It is possible and that is NCI60 primary focus. Please contact me if you are interested in 
having a local copy (John Weinstein).  

What do you mean by validation? Is it data standard validation or functionality 
validation (Julie Zhu) 

NCI60 project is a data sharing project instead of analysis tool project which is different 
from the majority of the caBIG projects. Therefore the validation here is primarily 
focused on data standard interoperability. 

Does NCBI provide any interfaces to these data? (Mervi Heiskanen) 

No (David Kane) 

Are you planning to develop any mining tools to find associations between 
pharmacology data and omics data in NCID-60? (Julie Zhu) 

Tools and algorithms are being developed and publications are available (John 
Weinstein) 

There is a group working on a FISH data standard and I can send a link to Ari. (Mervi 
Heiskanen) 

caArray: CaArray Release and UAT (Mervi Heiskanen) 

• CaArray beta version has been released on October 29th and UAT started on 
November 1st. Two training sessions on UAT have been conducted on November 
1st.  

• UAT test cases, bug report form and user accounts have been sent to UAT 
participants. So far some users have successfully logged into the application but 
caArray team has not received any feedback yet.  

• For UAT tester who has difficult to log in, please contact the application 
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supporter for setting up new username/password. 

• Juli Klemm and Mervi Heiskanen propose to set up a developer list and have 
regular conferences about developing software interacting with caArray. For 
developers who will be closely working with caArray database and application to 
develop analysis tools, please contact Juli Klemm to be included in the developer 
list. 

•  Jamie Keller, a caArray Trainer, will be setting up a course for the developer 
group sometime soon.  

• Julie Zhu raised the problem of being unable to create a consortium via caArray 
interface. Mervi Heiskanen pointed out that caArray 1.0 will have the capability 
for people to create their own consortium. In the interim, people should email to 
caArray team if they need a consortium setup.  

• Scott Li and Julie Zhu both pointed out that it would be better if users only view 
the Modify/Delete button for owned protocol/array design. Mervi Heiskanen 
urged test team to submit such feature requests to the application developer team 
to ensure the features get considered and prioritized at the meeting of November 
15.  

• Juli Klemm asked when version 1.0 would be released. There is no firm release 
date yet and it will be determined by the UAT results according to Mervi 
Heiskanen. In the interim, there are plans to make beta API available sooner, but 
no date has been set.  

• Julie Zhu asked if there would be a script available which would allow people to 
easily upgrade their beta version to 1.0 version of caArray. Mervi Heiskanen 
commented that there should be an easy way to upgrade since caArray team will 
need to upgrade its own database and code as well.   

• Mervi Heiskanen emphasized that all bug reports must be sent to caArray 
application developer team by the morning of 15th of November in order to be 
incorporated in caArray 1.0 release. 

 

Overview and 
Discussion 

Overview of last month action items (Julie Zhu) 

Use cases and last month meeting minutes have been posted by Juli Klemm 

Architecture group has presented the findings of analyzing the use cases in the 
Architecture and V&CDE face-to-face meeting on October 24 & 25th in Chicago. 
Technologies have been reviewed and recommendations remain to be made in the next 
few weeks. V&CDE proposed a governance process for proposing, reviewing and 
accepting CDE for NCI standardization in the same meeting. The detailed 
implementation of the governance process is still under development. 

 

Juli Klemm has invited Arumani Manisundaram from the Architecture workspace to 
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give an overview of the Architecture and V&CDE face-to-face meeting in the coming 
ICR teleconference. 

Name Responsible Action Item Date Due  Notes 

Juli Klemm Put together a developer 
list 

11/12/04 Developers who 
will develop tools 
interacting with 
caArray database 
and application. 

Mervi Heiskanen Set up conference for 
developer group 

Before next 
meeting 

 

Jamie Keller Set up course for 
developer group 

Next month  

UAT testers Feature Requests 
Bug Reports 

11/15/2004  

Action Items: 

Julie Zhu Distribute meeting 
minutes 

11/8/04  

 Juli Klemm Post meeting minutes and 
presentation 

Before next 
meeting 

 

 

 


